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[bookmark: _GoBack]European border control in Bulgaria: 
SSARM and secunet will implement the first EES project in Europe 
[Essen, Germany, 23 October 2020] In preparation for the planned European Entry/Exit System (EES), Bulgaria has opted for border control technology from SSARM and secunet. The overall solution will relieve the Bulgarian authorities and compensate the additional workload that will arise in the future from the collection of biometric data at the border.
As part of the Smart Borders Initiative, the European Parliament decided to establish the common biometric Entry/Exit System (EES) for the registration of all travellers from third countries. Therefore, as of 2022, Third Country Nationals (TCN) will have to register with four fingerprints and a facial image when entering the Schengen area through land, sea and air borders.
Following the recent tender, the Bulgarian Ministry of Interior has commissioned the company SSARM as general contractor to implement the first EES project in Europe. The solution provider secunet acting as industry partner to SSARM will deliver and install 20 secunet easygates for automated border control including face and fingerprint verification and 8 secunet easykiosks for the self-preregistration of TCN. For stationary border control counters, secunet provides 66 easytowers as well as fingerprint scanners for the high-quality biometric acquisition (facial images and fingerprints). 
The EES components will be installed at the airports in Sofia, Varna and Burgas.
Automated and self-service systems play a key role to compensate the additional efforts due to biometric enrolment at the border as required by the EES. The solutions will simplify and speed up the border control process. With the EES solutions from secunet’s border gears portfolio, Bulgaria will implement the latest technology for future-proof, secure and efficient border control.  
The newest generation e-gates –secunet easygate– incorporates highly sophisticated face and fingerprint verification including latest biometric fraud detection mechanisms, known as presentation attack detection (PAD).
secunet easykiosk and secunet easytower assure ISO-compliant high quality acquisition of face and/or fingerprints. This is of utmost importance to ensure the reliable and efficient identification at border control points against data of this scale - the ESS will contain an estimated 300 million entries from TCN.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]SSARM is the prime contractor and responsible for the project management as well as installation and support services. The installation starts at Sofia airport. The participating companies currently expect the entire EES project to be completed before summer 2021.
“The project for the upgrade of the Automatic Border Control system (ABC system) on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria in compliance with Regulation 2226/2017 and the EU Entry/Exit System (EES) is very important for us and will position Bulgaria as one of the first countries in the EU with a real implementation of an EES-ready solution for automated border control. We shall put all our efforts to make this project a reality as soon as possible and we shall try to be one of the first in the EU to go live with this project. We shall proceed with our efforts to extend the project to land borders as well“, stated Mr. Mladen Petrov, Director of Communication and Information Systems Directorate, Ministry of Interior.
“The delivery of equipment and services for the air borders EES project is а further extension of our long-term partnership with secunet and I believe that together we are delivering the best and most developed EES-compliant technology which will help the Bulgarian Ministry of Interior and Border Police to be fully ready to meet the new regulations. The solution will automate border control checks and will shorten the time for passing the border for EU citizens as well as for third-country travellers“, stated Mr. Nikolay Paunov, General Manager, SSARM Ltd.


Press contact secunet

Patrick Franitza
Spokesman

secunet Security Networks AG
Kurfürstenstraße 58
45138 Essen/Germany
Phone +49 201 54 54-1234
Fax +49 201 54 54-1235
E-mail: presse@secunet.com
http://www.secunet.com


secunet – Protecting Digital Infrastructures

In an increasingly networked world, Germany's leading cyber security company, secunet offers a combination of products and consulting services, robust digital infrastructures and the highest level of security for data, applications and digital identities. secunet specializes in areas with unique security requirements, like the cloud, IIoT, machine learning and eHealth. With secunet's security solutions, companies can comply with the highest security standards in digitization projects and advance their digital transformation.

More than 700 experts strengthen the digital sovereignty of governments, businesses and society. secunet's customers include German federal ministries, national and international organizations and more than 20 DAX-listed corporations. The company was established in 1997, is listed on the SDAX and generated revenues of around 226 million euros in 2019.

secunet is IT security partner of the Federal Republic of Germany and a partner of the Alliance for Cyber Security.

Further information can be found at www.secunet.com
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About SSARM 

Since 2011, SSARM is a leading Bulgarian system integrator providing solutions and  value-added services.

The company has a wide network of trusted partners, which allows it to engage in complex projects, including delivery, installation and integration of IT and communication equipment, IT infrastructure,video surveillance, delivery and installation of specialized software, development and implementation of information systems.
Among the company's clients are the Ministry of Interior, State Fund for Agriculture, Ministry of Youth and Sports, Ministry of Economy, State Agency for Road Safety, companies from the financial and telecommunications sectors.
Further information can be found at www.ssarm.bg 
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